
 SELECT BOARD 
March 27, 2020 3:00 p.m. 

Needham Town Hall 
 Revised Agenda 

 
Under Governor Baker’s emergency “Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open 

Meeting Law G.L. c. 30A, S20”, issued March 12, 2020 and in effect until termination of the 

emergency, meetings of public bodies may be conducted virtually provided that adequate access 

is provided to the public.  The Select Board will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting on Friday, 

March 30, 2020 at 3:00. 

 

To listen and view this virtual meeting on a phone, computer, laptop, or 

tablet, download the “Zoom Cloud Meeting” app in any app store or at 

www.zoom.us. At the above date and time, click on “Join a Meeting” and 

enter the meeting ID 456-787-317 or use the link https://zoom.us/j/456787317. 

 
 

 

1. COVID-19 Update 

2. Consider Delaying the Annual Town Election 

3. Consider Delaying the Annual Town Meeting 

4. Annual Town Meeting Warrant 

5. Discuss Date for Fall Town Meeting 

 
 
 

http://www.zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/j/456787317


 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  03/27/2020 

 
 

Agenda Item  COVID 19 Public Health Update 
 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Tim McDonald, Director of Health & Human Services 
 

 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 

Mr. McDonald will update the Board on the Town’s response to the COVID 19 
Pandemic. 
 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

  

 

 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  03/27/2020 

 
 

Agenda Item  Postpone 2020 Annual Town Election 
 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Kate Fitzpatrick, Town Manager 
Tedi Eaton, Town Clerk 
 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

The Town Manager and the Town Clerk will recommend that the Select Board 
postpone the Annual Town Election to Tuesday May 26, 2020. 

On March 23, 2020 the Governor signed An Act Granting Authority to Postpone 
2020 Municipal Elections in the Commonwealth and Increase Voting Options in 
Response to the Declaration of Emergency to Respond to COVID 19.  The law 
requires the Town to post public notice of the postponed election and 
rescheduled election date on its website and to broadly publicize the 
postponement and rescheduling.   

The law also establishes a new voter registration deadline of 8:00 p.m. on the 
10th day before the rescheduled election, authorizes the Town to reuse election 
materials, and provides for two alternatives to voting in person: 

• The law allows any person taking precaution related to COVID-19 to vote 
by absentee ballot.   

• The law provides for early voting by mail.   

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

  
Suggested Motion:  That the Select Board vote to postpone the 2020 Annual 
Town Election, currently scheduled for April 14, 2020, to May 26, 2020. 
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  

  

 
a.  Chapter 45 of the Acts of 2020 
 







 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  03/27/2020 

 
 

Agenda Item  Postpone 2020 Annual Town Meeting 
 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Kate Fitzpatrick, Town Manager 
Tedi Eaton, Town Clerk 
 

 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 

The Town Manager and the Town Clerk will ask the Select Board to 
recommend the postponement of the Annual Town Meeting to June 8, 2020.  
Action by the Legislature and the Governor may be required to implement this 
recommendation.   
  

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

  
Suggested Motion:  It is the recommendation of the Select Board that the Annual 
Town Meeting be postponed until June 8, 2020. 
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  03/27/2020 

 
 

Agenda Item  Annual Town Meeting Warrant 
 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Kate Fitzpatrick, Town Manager 
 

 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 

The Town Manager will recommend that the Board consider postponing 
certain articles contained in the Annual Town Meeting Warrant until the 
Special Town Meeting next fall.  
 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

 
Suggested Motion:  That the Board vote to remove the following articles from 
the 2020 Annual Town Meeting Warrant:  ___________________. 
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  

  

 
a. Memo to Kate Fitzpatrick from Dave Davison regarding Annual Town 

Meeting Warrant Articles, dated March 24, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



1 

 Town of Needham 
Finance Department 

Memorandum 
To: Kate Fitzpatrick, Town Manager 

From: David Davison, Assistant Town Manager/Director of Finance 

 

Date: March 27, 2020 

Re: Annual Town Meeting Warrant Articles 

Below is a list of articles that should be considered for deferral until a special town 

meeting in the fall of 2020.  Some of the articles require a public hearing before a funding 

recommendation may be made, specifically the community preservation act articles, 

some articles the proponent may not be ready to present because their focus is on the 

COVID-19 response, and others do not require a vote this spring to maintain the planned 

action. 

 

Article 9  Town-Owned Land Surveys 

Article 11  Billing and Collection Software Application 

Article 20 Transportation Improvement Fees 

Article 24 First Baptist Church Porch Preservation 

Article 25 First Parish Church Steeple 

Article 26 Needham Community Farm Growing Bed Expansion 

Article 27 Trail Identification Design 

Article 28 Walker Pond Restoration and Preservation 

Article 29 Claxton Field Lights and Skin Renovation Design 

Article 30 Resurfacing the Synthetic Track at DeFazio Complex 

Article 31 Community Preservation Fund (CPC Administration Budget, Annual 

Reserves, Required Reserves) 

Article 35 Pollard School Air Conditioning System Design 

Article 38 Athletic Facility Improvement Fund 

Article 39 Capital Improvement Fund 

Article 40 Capital Facility Fund 

 

 

 



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  03/27/2020 

 
 

Agenda Item Set Special Town Meeting Date 
 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Kate Fitzpatrick, Town Manager 
 

 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 

The Town Manager will recommend that the Board set the date for the fall 
Special Town Meeting on Wednesday October 7, 2020. 
 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

 
Suggested Motion:  That the Board vote to call for a Special Town Meeting to be 
held on Wednesday October 7, 2020. 
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


	03.27.2020 Revised Agenda
	Annual Town Meeting Warrant Fact Sheet
	Chapter 45 of the Acts of 2020
	MEMO - Annual Town Meeting Warrant Articles Defer Recommendation
	Postpone 2020 Town Election
	Postpone Annual Town Meeting Fact Sheet (1)
	Postpone Annual Town Meeting Fact Sheet
	Public Health Agenda Fact Sheet
	Set Special Town Meeting Date



